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Christianity in Germany 

Professor Adolf Deissmann, of the Uni- 
versity of Berlin, has been sending to per- 
sons in the United States letters on the 
changes in the religious life and spirit of 
Germany. In the Constructive Quarterly 
for September, Benjamin W. Wells has 
brought together quotations from thirteen 
of those letters. It is apparent from the 
quotations that Professor Deissmann thinks 
that people living beyond the borders of 
Germany do not adequately appreciate the 
religious movements which are being expe- 
rienced among the people of Germany. 
Accordingly Professor Deissmann has urged 
all who can and will "to come over to us 
and study in our country and among our 
own people a phenomena which, histori- 
cally considered, will once belong to the 
great historical monuments in the history 
of the world." 

In these letters we are told that among 
the people of Germany there is a magnificent 
spiritual awakening and that a great reli- 
gious revival is under way, one aspect of 
which finds vent in singing hymns, also in 
writing poetry, for from the declaration of 
war until the late autumn of last year one 
and a half millions of patriotic songs were 
written and published. The war has 
played havoc with certain international 
relations of Christian brotherhood, but as 
though to fill up the gap the Christian 
brotherhood within Germany itself has 
suddenly become greatly intensified. Prot- 
estant denominations know each other 
better, and Protestants and Catholics ap- 
preciate each other in a degree hitherto 
unknown. While the international brother- 
hood is disrupted, there are splendid evi- 
dences of the presence of Christian charity 
and forgiveness toward enemies in Germany. 
For example, Dr. Tahausen is quoted: 

Hatred looks as if it were powerful but it is 
nothing but weakness In giving way 



to hate we lose God; God is not in hate 

We cannot have God and at the same time mani- 
fest pharisaic self-righteousness, which puts the 
blame only on the enemy. Let us hate the 
satanic powers of haughtiness and selfishness, 
of treason and cruelty, of falsehood and hypoc- 
risy .... but we do not hate man .... we 
fight in the service of God. 

It is stated that the wounded of the 
enemy find good care and faithful attention, 
and Professor Deissmann says that on a 
visit to the garrison hospital of Wunsdorf, 
near Berlin, he found that "our German 
soldiers hardly receive better treatment 
than do the French or Russian wounded 
prisoners." On the other hand, we have a 
glimpse of another side of German life in 
the statement that a pamphlet for comfort, 
issued by Pastor Conrad, has reached 
400,000 numbers. What anguish of soul this 
points to! Perhaps it is not to be thought 
strange that multitudes of these suffering 
people are flocking to the churches, that 
auditoriums are filled to overflowing at the 
weeknight prayer service, and that pastors 
find the people eager to hear their message. 
Certainly it is cause for encouragement to 
learn from Professor Deissman that in this 
terrible conflict the people turn to God. 
How much better if this "religious revival 
and spiritual awakening" had found its 
source elsewhere than in the agony of war! 

Evangelical Christianity in Russia 

The Missionary Review of the World for 
October contains an instructive resume of 
the religious situation in Russia, as seen 
from the viewpoint of evangelical Chris- 
tianity. This resume is made by Dr. 
McCaig, who is chairman of the Russian 
Evangelization Society. The most striking 
indication of a movement in the direction 
of a "New Russia," says Dr. McCaig, is 
the Tsar's edict forbidding the sale or 
manufacture of vodka. Religion and pa- 
triotism are so blended together that Russia 
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may be spoken of as a religious nation, and 
the whole-hearted support of the people in 
the war is a marked contrast to the weak 
support of the conscript soldiers in the 
Japanese war. The British and Foreign 
Bible Society has, with the approval of 
both church and state, circulated the 
Scriptures throughout Russia, and the 
manifest eagerness of peasants and soldiers 
to possess a copy is a hopeful sign. 

Notwithstanding this, the present crisis 
in Russia has not yet opened the way for 
evangelical Christianity. The famous edict 
of religious toleration, which was issued by 
the Tsar in 1905, has been considerably 
qualified under the influence of individual 
governors, to whom was committed the 
administration. Last year a reactionary 
measure passed before the Imperial Senate 
and became law. Soon after Mr. Fetler 
was apprehended at his prayer meeting and 
later exiled to Siberia. At about the same 
time more than a dozen other evangelical 
pastors were sent to Siberia. It appears 
as though the Tsar and some of his advisers 
have shown a disposition to foster freedom, 
but unfortunately the reactionary influence 
of the Greek church authorities makes itself 
so felt that religious liberty in Russia is an 
illusion. Meanwhile, it is clear that what- 
ever evidence there may be for a "new 



spirit" in other departments of Russian life 
there seems to be justification for the follow- 
ing statement: "The men who steer the 
ship have no new ideals, no new aims, they 
are animated by no new spirit: it is the 
awful, ghostly shadow of Pobedonosteff 
risen again, fettering anew the hands and 
feet of liberty for the new gospel." 

Dr. A. Palmeri, writing in the Review 
and Expositor for October, tells us how Rus- 
sian polemical literature is turned upon the 
Russian Baptists. These are denounced 
as a sect "headed by a rabble of wretched 
men, groping in spiritual darkness; the 
most fearful sowers of nihilism and nation- 
alism; the subverters of both the political 
and social institutions, and, therefore, wor- 
thy of hanging." In the Russian bureau- 
cracy, as well as in Russian universities and 
army and navy, German names are in great 
prevalence upon Russian names. This 
German element is charged with all the 
calamities that strike Holy Russia, with the 
political oppression that hampers the on- 
ward movement of native Russians hunger- 
ing for liberty and progress. When we 
understand these conditions we may appre- 
ciate somewhat of the odium attached to 
the Russian Baptists, for both the foregoing 
authorities tell us the Baptists are accused of 
being in league with these German enemies. 



